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On July 20, a three-member Lima tribunal dismissed the government's terrorism charges against
Sendero Luminoso military chief Osman Morote on the ground that the prosecution failed to
present sufficient evidence. Two of the three judges said Morote could not be convicted based on
the evidence, while president of the Superior Court tribunal, Carlos Saponara, decided that the
defendant should be given a 12-year prison sentence. The tribunal effectively decided that Morote
should be released from custody in the absence of other pending charges. On July 15 in Lima,
another set of charges against the defendant was in fact, brought before the Court. Morote was
captured in the capital city on June 12. Police sources said that as of June 12, there were at least a
dozen cases pending against him in several court jurisdictions throughout the country. According
to police and other officials who spoke with the Agence France-Presse on the condition they remain
anonymous, the two judges decided to drop the terrorism charges as a result of death threats. (Basic
data from AFP, 07/20/88)
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